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DEPARTMENT OF 
ARCHIVES, ARCHAEOLOGY AND MUSEUMS 
J&K GOVT 


Qytlroduclion 


Every year since 1977 International Museum Day is organised worldwide. 
International Museum Day (IMD) is an international day a celebration that 
held every year on or around 18 May, coordinated by the International Council 
of Museums (ICOM). The event highlights a specific theme that changes every 
year and that is at the heart of the international museum community's 
preoccupations. 


The IMD provides the opportunity for museum professionals to meet the public 
and alert them as to the challenges that museums face. Indeed, following the 
definition of museums provided by ICO M, a museum is a non-profit, 
permanent institution in the service of society and its development, open to the 
public, which acquires, conserves, researches, communicates and exhibits the 
tangible and intangible heritage of humanity and its environment for the 
purposes of education, study and enjoyment. International Museum Day 
therefore serves as a platform to raise public awareness on the role museums 
play in the development of society today, on an international level. 


The theme of International Museum Day 2017 is Museums and contested 
histories: Saying the unspeakable in museums. 


This theme focuses on the role of museums that, by working to benefit society, 
become hubs for promoting peaceful relationships between people. It also 
highlights how the acceptance of a contested history is the first step in 
envisioning a shared future under the banner of reconciliation. 


By choosing to say the unspeakable in museums, the theme of IMD 2017 looks 
at how to understand the incomprehensible aspects of the contested histories 
inherent to the human race. It also encourages museums to play an active role in 
peacefully addressing traumatic histories through mediation and multiple 
points of view. 
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GOVERNOR 
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MESSAGE 


I am happy to learn that the Department of 
Archives, Archaeology and Museums is shortly 
observing the “International Museum Day" when SPS 
Museum, Srinagar, and Dogra Art Museum Mubarak 
Mandi, Jammu, shall celebrate this important event 
with discussions on “Museums and Contested 
Histories: Saying the Unspeakable in Museums’. 


Celebration of the International Museum Day shall 
highlight the important role of museums in preserving 
our heritage and the invaluable traditions of religious, 
social and cultural harmony which marked the 
functioning of our communities in the centuries past. 


I believe that the celebration of such events goes a 
long way in reviving the spirit of brotherhood and 
communal harmony. 


I wish Mr. M.S. Zahid, Director Department of 


Archives, Archaeology and Museums, high success in his 
endeavours. 


11% May, 2017 (N.N. Vohra) 
Srinagar. 
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Ms. Mehbooba Mufti 
Chief Minister 
Jammu and Kashmir 


MESSAGE 


I am glad to know that on the occasion of International 
Museum Day on 18" May, 2017, the Department of 
Archives, Archaeology and Museums is organizing 
special exhibitions to showcase the precious collections 
preserved in our state museums. 


I am confident that such exhibitions will generate 
interest among the people about our rich past and 
sensitize them about preservation of our heritage. 


I am hopeful that such exhibitions will encourage more 
and more people to visit our state museums to learn 
about our history and heritage. 


Jammu 
18th May, 2017 


(M ooba Mufti) 


SMT. PRIYA SETHI 
Hon’ble Minister of State for Education, 
Technical Education, Culture, Tourism, 
Horticulture, Floriculture and Parks 


MESSAGE 


On this International Museum Day, Jammu & Kashmir, pauses with the rest of the world to 
reflect on the value and contribution of Museums to people in their various sectors and 
communities, In doing so | wish to laud the international council of Museum (ICOM) for 
their global leadership in this activity as well as for the timely and significantly meaningful 
theme being promoted for this year’s observance “ Museums and contested Histories: 
saying the unspeakable in Museums.” 


By choosing to say the Unspeakable in Museums, the theme looks at how to understand the 
incomprehensible aspects of the contested histories inherent to the human race. Being a 
tool for creating peaceful communities, Museums are an important means of cultural 


exchange and development of mutual understanding, cooperation and peace among 
people. 


On this Day l invite , cultural institutions of all types around the state to join in this 
celebration, which will focus on the link allowing for a vision of the future above and beyond 
taboo subjects and towards a better understanding of one another. 


Srinagar 


18" May 2017 


MESSAGE 


I am pleased to know that the Department of Archives, Archaeology 
and Museums, Jammu and Kashmir is organizing Exhibition-cum- 
Seminar on the theme *Museums and Contested Histories: Saying 
the unspeakable in Museums" at S.P.S. Museum Lal Mandi, 
Srinagar and Dogra Art Museum, Mubarak Mandi Jammu to 
commemorate the International Museum Day on Мау 18, 2017. 


Museums have a profound role in linking the present with our past. 
Museums not only provide a source of recreation but also valuable 
information relating to human civilization. The event will provide the 
Department to show case its activities and antique collections in the 
shape of coins, armoury, paintings, textiles, manuscripts etc. 


It is our hope that people will visit the State Museums in large 
numbers and encourage the activities of the Department to upgrade 
the existing facilities. 


Srinagar 
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Chief Secretary 
Jammu and Kashmir 
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Ms. Dilshad Khan, IAS 
Secretary to Government, 
Department of Culture 
Srinagar/Jammu (J&K). 


MESSAGE 


The International Museum day is celebrated every year on May 18" to highlight 
the importance of our heritage and the need for its preservation. It also provides us an 
occasion to think about and plan how best we can pass on this magnificent legacy on 


to our future generations. 


The state of J&K has rich cultural heritage, splendid traditions, earliest written 
history, magnificent monuments and ancient shrines that speak volumes about its 
glorious and diverse legacy. Each of the three regions of the State, Viz. Jammu, Kashmir 
and Ladakh have their own cultural treasures trove that attracts travellers, scholars 
and tourists in great numbers. There is need to create awareness among people about 


the importance of this heritage. 


I am pleased to know that the department of Archives, Archaeology and 
Museums 15 celebrating International Museum Day on the theme “Museums and 
contested histories: Saying the unspeakable in Museums” by organizing special 
exhibitions on the theme to commemorate the International Museum Day. I am 
confident that this would generate interest among people, especially the young 


generation, in our glorious heritage and sensitize them towards it 


Srinagar 


18th May 2017 


M.S ZAHID 

Director 

Archives, Archaeology and 
Museums, J&K Government. 


MESSAGE 


The International Museum Day is celebrated globally on 18th May 
2017 on the theme “Museums and contested Histories: Saying the unspeakable in 
Museums”. The Department of Archives Archaeology and Museums J&K is 
organizing an exhibition cum seminar on the 18th May 2017 at SPS Museums 
Srinagar. 


Museums are recognized as educational institutions in the informal 
senses of the word. They are rather sources of intellectual stimulations and 
entertainment for research scholars or students. Museum have been popular means 
of communicating ideas about ones traditions, cultural achievements, of our own as 
well as of other people and about the modern sciences. 


The main objective of celebrating the International Museum Day is to 
engage visitors in learning experiences to enhance their interest and education on 
their objects and collections. 


Museums play a vital role in education and cultural tourism 
development. I appeal to all especially students to make the best use of the services 
that department of Archives Archaeology & Museums J&K provides in its museums 
at SPS Museum Lalmnadi Srinagar and Dogra Art Museum Jammu 


M\‘6\Zah¥d 
Director 
Archives, Archaeology & Museums, 
Place: Srinagar 
Dated: 18th May 2017 
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The Department of Archives Archaeology and Museums J&K Government is a 
conglomerate of three main departments i.e. Archives, Archaeology and 
Museums. The department is mainly established to preserve the heritage of the 
Jammu and Kashmir State in any form. Accordingly it has been organizing 
seminars exhibitions, workshops related to our culture and cultural heritage of 
the state for promotion of the heritage. The department has also pride of 
discovering ancient sites of glorious past which throw enough light on our 
history and cultural heritage which in turn gained praise and appreciations from 
all over the country. An attempt has been made in this book to make people 
aware about the potential of the museums as resource centres, for students, 
artists, archaeologists, conservationists, literary persons, literate and common 
man to have education and enjoyment. Museums are repository of tangible 
heritage, as the artefacts are carefully selected and painstakingly exhibited as 
they provide us the glimpse of our great heritage in the best possible way. 
Museum galleries are repositories of learning through hundreds of years of 
history ora peep in to kaleidoscope of culture in all its diversities. 


The publication would give extensive and useful information about the history, 
objects and artefacts of the museums in the state and museum movement the 
state, and about all working of the department of last many years as the 
department was in oblivion and have been in focus for last ten years, when the 
departmental activities like seminars, workshops and calendaring helped the 


department to reach to the people. The publication is hoped to be useful to both 
experts and general readers to be liked by all. 
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A Museum is an institution that cares for a collection of artefacts and other 
objects of artistic, cultural, historical, or scientific importance. Many public 
museums make these items available for public viewing through exhibits that 
may be permanent or temporary. The largest museums are located in major 
Cities throughout the world, while thousands of local museums exist in smaller 
cities, towns and rural areas. Museums have varying aims, ranging from serving 
researchers and specialists to serving the general public. The goal of serving 
researchers is increasingly shifting to serving the general public. 


Museum are an important means of cultural exchange, enrichment of cultural 
and development of mutual understanding co-operation and peace among 
people one of the fundamental responsibilities of Museum is to preserve the 
collections in its charge like, stone sculptures, metal images, gold silver & copper 
ware, textiles, wooden objects, terracotta, numismatics, art objects, paintings, 
manuscripts etc. The backbone of a Museum is its collection and naturally their 
safety and preservation should be very much the concern of the Museums 
department and its Administrative Secretariat. The State of Jammu & Kashmir 
has two State Level Museums one each at Srinagar & Jammu. 


MUSEUM MOVEMENT IN 
JAMMU AND KASHMIR STATE 


By M.S. Zahid 


As it is known to you all, the state of Jammu and Kashmir is amply possessed of 
the Archaeological wealth and the land has not been described as heaven on 
earth in view of its poetic beauty only but we may call it a heaven of 
archaeological importance also. To begin with, we can proudly refer to the 
recorded literary treasure in Sanskrit, and other oriental languages. Historically 
speaking Sanskrit language was once a flourishing fountain head of this 
monumental land. It is in this context that even today Kalhan, the eminent 
Kashmiri historian of ancient age is remembered for this Raj Tarangnie, which 
is the first recorded history of this land. 
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innumerable sites of archaeological significance. 


Sir John Marshal 


The pioneering work in this regard was done by European visitors in re- 
discovering the past of Kashmir. They undertook systematic archaeological 
expeditions in the beginning of 19th Century and collected a lot of reliable 
information on the environmental, geological features, ancient monuments and 
other archaeological artefacts. Messer's Moore Craft and Track Back were the 
first who visited the valley in the year 1819 to 1825 followed by W.G. Wigne and 
Barton Hugel in 1833. Thereafter General Alexander Cunningham was the first 


Archaeologist who did the commendable work duly illustrated through plates, 
Maps, Plans in 1948 which was followed by W.G. Cowie in the year 1866 for 
further archaeological exploratio 


ns. Lieutenant R.E. Cole of the then central 
Archaeology Department of British India visited the valley with his staff and 
made valuable contribution by publishing architectural detail of the temples etc. 
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Most important and most valuable single find not only of Kashmir but of the whole of India 
is the huge Prabhavali of metal alloy measuring 6'4” height 4' broad and nearly # thick 
and weighing 99kg and 200 grams excavated from Devsara. 


Mughal Period Aftaba transferred from Toshkhana 


In the same manner Sir Aureil Stein, an eminent Archaeologist, visited the 
valley in 1888. He made invaluable contribution by publishing his 
Archaeological Memories on Maps, illustrating the ancient Geography of 
Kashmir and published his monumental translation work of Raj Tarangnie in 2 


volumes. The translation in English serves as an index to the Kashmir 
Archaeology even today. 


The work done by the reputed Archaeologists caught the attention of the then 
Maharaja of Kashmir His Excellency Pratap Singh tremendously. As а result of 
unprecedented interest shown by Maharaja his Royal Government adopted a 
resolution on 20th June 1904, by virtue of which the department of 
Archaeology and Historical Research came into being. J.C. Chaterji had the 
distinction of heading his newly created State Department. Through M. 
Chaterji adopted scientific and professional methods in running the affairs of 
the newly created department, but he could not make any positive contribution 
because he was primarily interested in literature and philosophy. 
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Son of the soil Sh. Ram Chandra Kak who discovered Harvan Site 2“ Century A.D 


The present S.P.S Museum building situated at Lal Mandi Srinagar in the vše 
of the city on the left side of river Jhelum is two storied building which was o 


the summer palace of Dogra Maharaja of Kashmir. This Palac: was converted 
into Museum in 1898 AD. 


The idea of establishing the Museum was given by Captain S. H. Godfray and 


General Raja Amar Singh to the then Maharaja of Kashmir. The idea was 
welcomed by His Excellency Maharaja with a great enthusiasm. Under his 
inspiring guidance the present Museum came into being. The collection of this 
Museum was earlier based 9n the objects which were transferred from 


ts, copper, Jade etc. Besides, this 
copper and brass utensils and 


handicrafts of Leh, Sakrudu formed the 
components of Museum collections. 


Gilgit Manuscript 7“ Century A.D. 


Department bagged the appreciation and certificate for its preservation and 
Rs. 1 lac from Ministry of Culture, Government of India. 


The Museum is actively engaged in dissemination of non-formal education 
besides being a Centre of recreation for the common people. The Museum has 
following sections and galleries. 


1) Archaeology Gallery 

2) Painting Gallery 

3) Decorative Art Gallery 

4) Armsand Armoury Gallery 
5) Textile Gallery 

6) Anthropology Gallery 

7) Geology Gallery 

8) Numismatic Gallery 

9) Manuscripts Gallery 

10) Natural History Gallery 

11) Children Gallery 

12) Open air Archaeology Gallery 


. B m B . . izin 
Dr. S.M. Iqbal Ex. Director Archives and Prominent Historian. His contributions 1n reorganizing 
the department of Archives, Archaeology and Museums is extra ordinary 
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The Museum enriched its collection by way of purchase, gifts, donations, loa 3 
and transfer of the objects from various departments, moreover, art an 


archaeological objects were mainly acquired by way of gift purchases and loans 
etc. 


Up to 1st July 1958, all objects which 
enriched further the collection of S.P.S 
interest in its archaeological collections. 


were excavated from different sites 
Museum and aroused wide spread 


Dr. Grace Morley, First Director General of Nation Museum of India provided 
lot of guidance to our museums in the State. 


The acquisition of such antiquities is continuous process in the Museums in 
J&K as is prevalent in other Museums of the country. It is noteworthy here that 
a full-fledged Archaeological Wing of the department is existing in the 
department for registering/ excavating purposes of cultural and archaeological 
wealth. These collections are the prideful profound cultural traditions of our 
past. 


It is commonly shared idea about a Museum that collection is one of the basic 
functions of a Museum. Without collection, Museum cannot exist and fulfil any 
of its objectives. The nucleus of the collections in our Museums were up to 
eighties only by way of purchase gifts or acquisition under treasure trove act of 
1878. However the state level Art purchase Committee plays its role in acquiring 
cultural treasurers through purchase. 


So far as Museum movement is concerned we cannot overlook the pivotal role 
played by Hiranad Shastriaf Archaeological Survey of India who worked as 
Honorary Secretary and Curator of S.P.S Museum in 1918. In his capacity as 
curator, he got exhibits in the Museum rearranged labelled on the visit on the 
then Viceroy of India to this institution in same year. Viceroy of India was 
impressed with his zeal zest and professional approach in handling the Museum 
affairs professionally. 
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Shahnama Punjgunj 


Museums in the state are rich in Manuscripts and Rare Books. Shahnama and. Punjgunj are prominent among 


Manuscript collection о} Dogra Art Museum, Jammu. 


The year 1919-20 was a land mark in history of S.P.S Museum and for that 
matter in general the Museum movement of Kashmir. A great son of the soil 
Shri Ram Chander Kak was appointed as Superintendent of Archaeology and 
Museums in this year. R.C. Kak possessed the qualities of head and heart that 
was gifted with administrative acumen. His excellent professional aptitude can 
be judged by looking into the documentation of museums objects and 
publications of a hand book of archaeology and numismatics of SPS Museum. 
To be precise, R.C. Kak was instrumental in giving professional treatment and 
direction to the Archaeology Department of Jammu and Kashmir. Because of 
se unparalleled scholarly bent of mind, cultural consciousness and other such 
qualities and calibre, В.С. Kak later on became Prime Minister of Kashmir. The 
т made by M.S Кош and ТМ Khanzanchie, the heads of 5.Р.5 
om den ds recording. During their tenure various archaeological 
Kashmir the Sm zm Sas Tapper in North Kashmir, Kother in South 
Маана =. Ba Manuscripts were got excavated. Both these 

ave worked wonders in the field of Museum and 
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Pistol from the personal collection of Maharaja Hari Singh Ji was the object of the 
month in April 2017 in Dogra Art Museum, Jammu. 


To the utter disappointment of professional's new regime of 1947 entrusted the 
upkeep of monuments etc. to the PWD Department. This unwarranted act of 
the State Government was not taken well by the Central government. The Prime 
Minister of India, Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru who was himself an intellectual of 
repute, deputed his Education Minister Abdul Kalam Azad to the State in order 
to take stock of this Mismanagement. Asa sequel to the visit of Maulana Abdul 
Kalam Azad all the monuments of national importance were put under the 
charge of ASI and staff transferred to its establishment. 


An example of good display with suitable visual aids which will help the visitor in understanding 
observatory on the basis of Astrolobes while displaying the plates of Astrolobes along with the 
exhibit showing observatory. Museums are in possession of these artefacts. 
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The year 1962-64 saw а phenomenal change in the history = i EN 
movement of the state that many youngsters came back from aro la after 
successful completion of training course in Museology. This training which was 
sponsored by the State Government proved a turning pointin the history of two 
provincial level Museums as new life and work culture was infused into the 
Department subsequently, a separate children's gallery was established in the 
SPS Museum where film shows/documentaries etc. were arranged for the 


children. 


The credit of the notable work goes squarely to Mr. J.L. Bhan who put his heart 
and soul in streamlining the functioning of Srinagar Museum. He was also 
instrumental in preparing dioramas particularly the Diorama of Buzahama site 
in the Museum. These dioramas were highly appreciated by the eminent 
scholars and Museum lovers including M.S. Randhawa Vice Chancellor of 
Chandigarh University who recommended as the head of Randhawa 
Committee such dioramas may be prepared for other sites as well so that 
students and commoners are able to know more about the civilization of the 
land through this media. 


It is of course very sordid tale of the Museum movement in J&K that the 
department was ever now and then bifurcated and re-organized on lines which 
robbed much of the initiative of Museum movement in the state. 


This amalgamation and bifurcation clearly shows adoption of non-professional 
attitude of bureaucratic circles from time to time vis-a-vis Museum movement. 
The frequent charge/ diversions and amalgamations has done more harm than 
any good to the department as after В.С. Kak the department could not even 
bring out other hand book of the Museum even if there is a great demand from 
a visitors Visiting these institution, for the same. However, two volumes of 
; Z Bi-annuals were published by the department in 1977-78 under the 

ynamic role of Dr. S. Mohammad Таба! , who left no stone unturned in giving 


name and 
2 fame to the Museum movement by submitting notes proposal to the 
government forits reorganization of Museums 


From time to time many plans were drafted to shift the Museum to some 
desirable site for which Shergari, Hari Niwas Palace in Srinagar were suggested 
to be the Museum locations. Many plans were submitted for re-adaptation of 
Hari Niwas Museum building. 


Amar Mahal Museum. 


If we compare the Museum movement of J&K with that of Gujarat we came to 
some dismal conclusions, in Gujarat Museum movement is as old as that of our 
state. Both span more than one hundred years but total number of Museums in 
Gujarat is presently 38 and this number is increasing every year, due to the fact 
that these Museum serve as centres of visual education and are coming up to the 
expectations of the people. While J&K state is very far off as compared to this 
state i.e. Amar Mahal Museum Tkali and Ladakh, we have currently only two 
provincial level Museums and three private Museums and two Departmental 
Museum in our state. Many proposals establishment of Museum at Udhampur 
and Leh in 1976 could not be materialized due to facts as otherwise government 
was continuously sanctioning grants for the purpose. 


It is heartening to speak about the continuous expansion Kashmir University 
departments. This university established Central Asian Museum in its very 
campus. The Museum is presently housed in the Iqbal Library building. It is 


specialized institution preserving and exhibit the artefacts which throw a light 
a the history life pattern and culture of Central Asia. This Museum owes its 
existence to the pragmatic efforts of Mr. J.L. Bhan and Dr. A.A. Bandy. Hence 


we are having thematic exhibitions planned on life and people of Central Asia 
origin. Now the Iqbal Institute of Kashmir University 1s proposing to establish 
Iqbal Memorial Museum in the university for which it has launched vigorous 
campaign to collect the relevant objects. It is also worthy to be noted here that 
one more personalia museum of Mehjoor who has been great poet of the state is 
coming up to being with his house has been declared as heritage house at 
Pulwama in South Kashmir. Likewise Tehzeeb Mahal Museum is presently 
under construction at Srinagar in the erstwhile gutted building of English 


Resident of Kashmir. 


The antiquities recovered during the excavations and explorations ultimately 
find place ultimately in Museum and thus such antiquities which were 
excavated from Burzaham are lying in the store room of A. S. I. who were 
having plans to establish at site Museum there at Burzhama itself. 


It is gratifying to note that one more Art Gallery was established in 1954 under 
the banner of Dogra Art Gallery Jammu. It was established in one of the 
corridors of Gandhi Bhawan near New Secretariat Jammu. This Art Gallery 
possess a very fine collection of Pahari Paintings, Rasmanjiri series Bosohli 
School which was originally in the collection of Maharaja Gulab Singh. The 
Museum also contains arms, fire arms, belonging to former Maharaja of 
Kashmir besides bronzes, trophies manuscripts etc. We are having a rare copy of 
NE Shahnama of Firdousi bearing the seal of Shah-i-Jehan in this 
gallery. 


The Dogra Art Gallery: 


In spite of the fact that having a very magnificent collection of artefacts these 
aioe be displayed at their best due to the paucity of resources and the 
zi ča d a The gallery was housed in such a shabby condition 
о ког to the Prime Minister of India Мг. Atal Behari 

visited the Gallery on 21.07.1971 has praised the artefacts 
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оа“ gallery he remarked, “The paucity of place is very 


Inauguration of Dogra Art Museum by Sh. Girish Chander Saxena Governor of J&K 


From that day the government was looking for the palace where these 
prestigious collections of the gallery could be housed properly so that the rich 
heritage of Jammu is displayed in a systematic manner. For this purpose scholar, 
art lovers, historians of Jammu and Kashmir made some efforts at their own 
level which made government to look for the palace. At last Pink Hall in 
Mubarak Mandi Complex, Jammu was selected for housing this institution and 
consequently Dogra Art Gallery was shifted to the new Palace in the year 1990, 
thereafter the scope of Art Gallery was widened by bannering it as “Dogra Art 
Museum” and inaugurated by G.C. Sexsana Ex. Governor of Jammu and 
Kashmir State. 
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Kala Kendra 


where displayed. The lower ground floor is presently utilized for temporary 
exhibitions of reputed artefacts, 


New Museum Complex 


After observing the difficulties fa 
various Museological disciplines 
constructed to replace the old Muse 
types of facilities as is required in M 


ced by the S.P.S Museum Srinagar in 
lastly new structured building was 
um to New Museum complex where all 
odern Museum have been established. 


requirements of modern museum like spacious exhibition galleries with 
minimal obstructions, provision of natural light, smooth visitor movement 
and latest safety features like damp proof, fire resistant, minimum security 
risks etc. 


The building is provided with independent Electric Sub Station 
supplemented with 2-Transformers of 650KW each. 


The Museum building is first biggest building in the valley equipped with 
energy efficient and environment friendly (Japan Technology). 


Each floor of the building is provided with separate toilet facility men and 
woman. 


For convenience of the Museum visitors a medium parking slot has been 
provided. 


Objects Galleries of New Museum Complex. 


I) Archaeology 

H) Manuscripts 

Ш) ^ Textiles 

IV) Decorative Art 

V) Paintings 

VI) Coins 

УП) Armsand Armoury 
УШ) Models 


This summary of provincial level Museum related facts, and figures reflect a 
positive sign so far as Museum movement in Kashmir is concerned. There 
are now a good number of trained museologists in the services of Museum 
in Jammu and Kashmir. They have to prove their worthiness in advancing 
the movement further. The State Government in turn does also appreciate 
the merits of trained Museologist by incorporating Museology qualification 
in the various Recruitment Rules. It will be a matter of time before all the 
responsible officers in the Museum will have good grounding in Museology 
and as а result they will provide expertise to turn the Museums into active 
centres of learning and recreation. 


ANCIENT COINS ОЕ KASHMIR 


By Iqbal Ahmad. 
Asstt. Curator, SPS 


In numerous passages of the Rajatarangni and other chronicles of Jonraja, 
Srivara and Kshenedra, there is reference to term Dinara to have served as a 
monetary token in ancient Kashmir. Scholars have been identifying this dinar 
with ancient gold coins, issued here by Kushana princes in early centuries of the 


Christian era. 


Besides, the Dinars, Dirham has been the other monetary token used in ancient 
Kashmir, these have been identified as the earliest copper coins issued here by 
Kushan. These coins on obverse depict the standing king and on reverse the 
seated Goddesses. These coins are believed as the earliest coins of Kashmir. 


There are several such types, which have been found and believed to have been 
current here while few of those types are viewed to have been exclusively issued 
to meet the currency requirements of this province. Such coins are known as 
provincial series coins, numismatists like Cunningham, Roshan Field, David 
Macdowell, Michel Mitchner and several others have got this view. 


One such earlier copper coin type of Kujula Kadphsis is of Bull an camel type 
depicting camel on one side and bull on the other side of the coin, perhaps, is the 
earliest Kushan type coin found in Kashmir. This type has been found absent in 
the Kujulas Afghanistan finds as the study under taken by noted numismatists 
Dr. David Macdowell, he has came across few piece from Khotan region, G B 
Bleazby and R C Kak have recorded few pieces of this type from очен The 
type on obverse bears humped bull and on reverse humped camel. | 


In year 1987 state Archaeolo 
this earlier Kushan coin a 
Kupwara. Th 


sy Department came across three copper pieces of 


ER 1: village Maidan Chagul in frontier district of 
© coins are in poor condition 


About one hundred coins of Bull camel type coins were purchased by the 
Museum management in 1996. These coins could easily be denominated as 
drachms (dirham) and I am hundred percent sure that such coins were definitely 
minted to meet the domestic currency needs of Kashmir province. Not only this 
but such type was found absent in other finds of the empire and be also assumed 
to have been minted somewhere in Kashmir. 


My observations and investigations lead me to believe that as such coins were 
found exclusive in Kashmir hence had been minted in Kashmir. I could hear 
also found several forgeries of this type, which speaks of the popularity of this 
type. 


However, besides these inscribed coins archaeologists have also found the 
uninscribed coins as well which are called the Punch Mark coins and dated to 
(350-150 BC). 


Punch Mark Coin 
(350-200 BC) 
Obverse:- Punched Symbols 
Reverse:- Minute Symbol 


These are the rectangular and circular flat pieces of the thin silver, more rarely 
copper cut from a hammered sheet of metal and clipped to the desired weight , 
which bear some symbols are known as punch mark coins. These coins bear 
one to five symbols impressed upon the face of these coins by means of a 
separate punch, which guarantees metal purity and weight standard of the 
particular coin. 


‘Apart from these coins, the coins of Kidera, Hun, Hindu Rajas, Sultans, 
Mughals , Durranis , Sikhs and Dogra Rajas have also been found in Kashmir 
and are very much housed in the museum. 
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Diodotus, Indo Greek 2™ Century B.C. 
Obverse:- Bust of the King 
Reverse:- Standing Deity 


It is in place to mention here that SPS museum houses the largest collection of 
ancient coins in copper, silver and gold, estimating more than 70,000. These 
coins reached to the museum by transfer from state treasure, purchasing, 
discoveries and donations. A major portion of this heritage reached to this 
museum by various numismatic discoveries made by the state archaeology wing 
of the department 


There are several such types, which have been found and believed to have been 
current here while few of those types are viewed to have been exclusively issued 
to meet the currency requirements of this province. Such coins are known as 
provincial series coins, numismatists like Cunningham, Roshan Field, David 
Macdowell, Michel Mitchner and several others have got this view. 


Menander, Indo Greek |“ Century B.C 
Dirham = 
Obverse:- Bust of the King 
Reverse:- Deities оп horse Back 


AU 


Appladotus Indo Greek 1" Century B.C 
Dirham 
Obverse: - Elephant to Right 
Reverse: - Bull to Right 


One such earlier copper coin type of Kujula Kadphsis is of Bull a camel type 
depicting camel on one side and bull on the other side of the coin, perhaps, is the 
earliest Kushan type coin found in Kashmir. This type has been found absent in 
the Kujulas Afghanistan finds as the study under taken by noted numismatists 
Dr. David Macdowell, he has came across few piece from Khotan region, G B 
Bleazby and В. C Kak have recorded few pieces of this type from Kashmir. The 
type on obverse bears humped bull and on reverse humped camel. 


Kanishka (Kushan Period ) 2" Century A.D 
Gold Dinar 
Obverse: - Standing King 
Reverse: - Standing Deity 


In year 1987 state Archaeology Department came across three copper pieces of 
this earlier Kushan coin at village Maidan Chagul in frontier district of 
Kupwara. These coins are in poor condition but could be deciphered as Bull 


motif of humped bull walking to right on obverse 


А i The letters of the Khroshti legend 
Iking to right on reverse. 
and camel ge ne pue m was followed by a remarkable purchase of 
a e z GE type called dirham by the state Museum authorities at 
small coins 


Srinagar. 


Came type coins. Carrying the 


Kidera 5" Century A.D. 
Gold Dinar 
Obverse:- Standing King 
Reverse:- Seated Deity 


About one hundred coins of Bull camel type coins were purchased by the 
Museum management in 1996. These coins could easily be denominated as 
drachms (dirham) and Iam hundred percent sure that such coins were definitely 
minted to meet the domestic currency needs of Kashmir province. Not only this 


but such type was found absent in other finds of the empire and be also assumed 
to have been minted somewhere in Kashmir. 


Zain ul Abidine, BudhShah's 14“ 
Obverse :- Alsultan Zain- ul Abidine ; 
Reverse:- Zarbi Kashmir 


Century A.D 
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Му observations and investigations lead me to believe that as such coins wi 
found exclusive in Kashmir hence had been minted in Kashmir. I could ke 
also found several forgeries of this type, which speaks of the smt of a 
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Fata Shah 14" Century A.D 
Obverse:- Fata Shah 
Reverse:- Zarbi Kashmir 


Mughal Rupee 16" Century Mughal Rupee 16" Century 
Obverse: - Kalmia à Obverse: Kalmia 
Reverse:-Jallal ud dn Mohammad Akbar Reverse: Shabab-ud-din Shahjehan 


These coins do not only serveasa source to our history but also speak volumes about ancient 
political, cultural and economic history of this land. 


Noor-ud-din Silver Rupee 19“ Century. 
Obverse: - Sikh-i- Shud Raiej Az Mukhdoom 
Reverse:- Zarbi Kashmir de 
Rare Coin Collection in SPS Museum. РЕ 
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CONSERVATION OF PAPER MATERIAL 
-A-VIZ ELOOD HIT MANUSCRIPTS OF 
SHRI PRATAB SINGH MUSEUM 


Rabia Qureshi* 

Conservation Assistant, SPS Museum, 
Lalmandi Srinagar-190001. 
*rabia.qureshi@yahoo.co.in 


Shri Pratab Singh Museum, a glorious museum located on the banks of river 
Jhelum, has a rich collection of objects in archaeology, natural history, coins, 
textiles, arms and armoury, decorative art, jewellery and painting categories. 


In addition to above mentioned collection museum is also having a rich 
collection of manuscripts which are inked either on paper or birch bark. The 
chemical composition of most of the manuscripts in the museum being organic 
in nature is prone to decomposition. The decomposition/damage of the 
manuscripts is affected by number of internal and external factors as: 


* Physical agents like sun light, heat, moisture etc. 

Chemical factors include acidity, atmospheric pollution etc. 
Biological agents such as fungi, insects etc. 

Accidental/Natural Calamities like fire, earthquake, flood etc. 


a x kamen 2012) Kashmir valley was badly affected by the unprecedented 
0045. The devastating deluge inundated almost all habitats of the valley 


A our SPS Museum, known for its richness in cultural heritage. The 
008 alfected a lot of artefacts both in display as well as reserve. 


The i : 

П А being most vulnerable to the moisture were worst affected. 

И А Manuscripts available with the museum thirty one manuscripts 

shown in Figure 1 ged. Images of some of the flood affected manuscripts are 

images that the rm the extent of the damage. It is evident from the 
: S Were e А 22 

chemical and physical damages. ngulfed by fungal growth in addition to other 


Figure 1. Images of flood affected manuscripts of SPS Museum Srinagar 


The floods not only affected the manuscripts but also destroyed all the materials 
required to preserve/conserve them. It was not possible at that time to get the 
required chemicals/materials for the conservation of affected manuscripts from 
the suppliers of valley. 


Keeping in consideration, the number of manuscripts affected, extent of 
damage and the rate of fungal growth together with limited technical hands 
with the conservation wing of the SPS Museum, we had no option but to request 
the services of experts. The worthy Director, Department of Archives, 
Archaeology & Museums, Mr Mohammad Shafi Zahid, without much ado, 
requested number of conservation and allied teams from all over the nation for 
assistance to conserve the heritage of nation. It was because of his constant and 
dedicated efforts, an expert squad from NRLC (Lucknow), National Museum of 
Natural History (New Delhi) and Conservation Wing of National Museum (New 
Delhi) turned up immediately for the practical and procedural assistance to 
members of our Conservation Wing. 

The experts from above teams demonstrated professionally the conservation of 
a few flood affected artefacts particularly the manuscripts by latest affordable 
methods. Our Conservation Wing worked together with the invited teams to gain 
expertise and applied it successfully for the rest of the affected artefacts. It was 
because of the committed efforts of conservation wing and curatorial staff; all 
the affected manuscripts were rescued and conserved to maximum possible 
extent. This is clear from the images of some of the manuscripts before and 


after conservation as shown in Figure 2. 


Figure 2 : Images of flood affected manuscripts before and after conservation. 


Procedure Adopted for Conservation of Manuscripts 


The conservation being a continuous process involves a sequence of steps. 


* Observation: Nature of the material affected and extent of damage. | 
* Diagnosis: Physical, Chemicalor Biological damage. | 
* Treatment: Curative and Preventive 


On observing it was found that all the manuscripts had fungal growth both on 


binding as well as folios. The folios were found fused, bleeding was observed at 
some places but with main text intact. 


Itis pertinent to mention here that in 


SERENON the process of restoration the maintenance 
of originality is imperative. Traditio 


| 
nal techniques restore the objects but with | 
histicated and cutting edge t:chniques could | 
lity. Situations where a choice is to be made | 
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high humidity in a humidity chamber and then separated mechanically. Folios 
were then spread on white blotters in well ventilated room for natural drying 
with weight on for flattening them. 


After drying, the sheets were fumigated, repaired and again fumigated in air 
tight chambers containing equal amounts of para-dichlorobenzene and thymol 
crystals. 
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S.P. S MUSEUM 
WHERE PRESENT MEETS PAST 


Saba Maqbool 


After walking through the busy market of Lal Chowk in Srinagar, Foot Bridge 
over River Jhelum connects the Business hub to a Heritage site housing the 19th 
Century Museum named aftera Dogra ruler- Maharaja Pratap Singh. 


Standing on left banks of River Jhelum, Sri Pratap Singh Museum stores 
treasure of the past. As one enters the main gate, sight of lush green gardens 
complement the alluring old heritage complex of the museum on the left side. 
The high-ceilinged rooms welcome visitors with delicate murals, paintings and 
a repertoire of antique architectural and ornamental delights and that 
transports one to the mysterious tales of the antiquity. The meticulously 
designed colourful walls furnish an artistic grandeur to it. The horns of hunted 


animals decorated on the colourful Dogra Art walls can be seen telling the tales 
of bravery and splendour. 


The proposal for Museum complex was made around 1889 AD, when a 
memorandum was submitted to the then Dogra ruler of the Jammu & Kashmir, 


The Museum has recentl : 
y been shift 4; З ; 
modern and traditional architec edtoa new building, an interesting blend of 


Categories: 


GLIMPSES OF MUSEUM 


Archaeology Gallery: Consisting the collection right from 2nd century. It 
comprises of the most singular sculptures, terracotta and pottery excavations, 
bronze sculptures, metallic objects, clay images and much more. 


Decorative Art Gallery: Holding the collection of various fields of the arts and 


> ical 
crafts. It includes the paper machie, woodwork, metalwork, musica 
instruments, brass ornaments, leather, grass and willow work. 
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Numismatic Gallery: This section forms the largest collection of museum 
containing rare gold, silver and copper coins of different periods. 
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Natural History Gallery : 


Jewellery Gallery: 


ue RT galleries, the open air archaeology gallery adds to the 
on display ae a Ke the royal and ancient archaeological collections 
remains one of the Te men museum, popularly known as SPS museum, 
locals alike. A: Ned places in Srinagar thronged by foreigners and 

Е Орап Bom Showcasing art, the purpose of SPS Museum is 


Museums serve as the connecting link between the past and the present. A realm 
of timelessness, where distinction can be made between the yesteryears and the 
days of the now in order to appreciate an enriched and substantial legacy for the 
future. To this end, the active interaction and participation of the stakeholders 
of society can help museums become the centres of interaction. It is about 
handholding the younger generations as they learn to navigate through the 
annals of history, culture and heritage to achieve a well-rounded awareness of 
themselves. In doing so, deepening their thought process to make them better 
equipped to prepare for their future. The combination of Millennials and Social 
Media has a cardinal role to play in increasing the influx of the visitors to the 
museums. To achieve this, policy decisions should be taken to involve and 
engage individuals across the sections of society. The culture of inquiry and 
curiosity can only be cultivated with the encouragement to not only visit but 
frequenting these centres of information regularly, especially among the 


youngsters. 


Apart from being the places of aesthetic excellence that lures the eye, museums 
are notjust art galleries. The common perception of museum sis that “museum” 
refers to a major art gallery but seldom do people have any conception of the 
breadth of the museum community. The impact of this enormous sector on the 


public is also often underestimated. 


#59: 


Since Ње beginning, museums have acted mainly as research-centres to know 
more about the culture of the past. The main purpose of the museum is 
education broadly defined. It is possible to have collections of objects, even 
collections carefully classified, organized and preserved that are not primarily 
educational the world includes many fine private collections and archives but as 
soon as these are open to the public, the museum becomes an educational 
institution. There are moral, social, and political consequences to accepting the 
view that museums are educational by nature. If we conceptualize museum 
education as more than particular tasks assigned to specific personnel, then we 
must acknowledge our worldview of the role of education in society as relevant 
to all museum functions. We must accept the responsibilities inherent in the 
kind of education we value and in our convictions about the purpose of 
education and therefore the purpose of museums. 


Someone has rightly said "A visit to а museum is a search for beauty, truth and 
meaning in our lives. Go to the museum as often as you can". If you are eager to 
visit and know of ancient past, and culture of state, SPS Museum is the best 
place to visit. Let's visit museums, know our roots, culture, and heritage, while 
having fun. World is ours. Let's pass it safe to our next generations. 
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THE LITERARY WORK 
OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 


Dr. Sangeeta Sharma 
Assistant Director, Jammu 


Indian Manuscripts are the richest collection of written documents, texts and 
scripts. These written documents provide information on the existence of 
different civilisations and emphasise the importance of their survival. India 
possesses over five million manuscripts and is considered to own probably the 
largest collection in the world. The manuscripts are vital Sources of History of 
India. The manuscripts are available in different types. They comprise various 
themes, textures and aesthetics, scripts, languages, calligraphies, illuminations 
and illustrations. The manuscripts are considered precious as a source of history 
in the recent times. 


A manuscript is a handwritten composition on paper, bark, cloth, metal, palm 
leaf or any other material. They reflect the magnificence of the Indian 
civilisation including languages, philosophy, art and architecture. Indian 
Manuscripts were written in various languages and the scripts for the historical 
records. The major manuscripts are written in Sanskrit language. There are 
39,300 scripts and are written in Grantha, Devanagari, Nandinagari, Telugu 


Scripts. 


There are several manuscripts found throughout India which are considered as 
Vijnananidhi, the Treasures of India. Few of them can be mentioned as 
Kalachakravatara, Shaivagamatantra, Maiteryavyakaranam, Astasahasri 
kaprajnaparamita, Kubjikamata, Samputatika, и 
Upmitibhavaprapanchakatha, Kurbararattamala, c. a, 
Basavapurana, Shunya Sampadane, Natyashastra, Dhulwa, 
Sarvarogaharanagunagambhirata, Gitagovinda, Arsharamayana, Ele 
Arthashastra, Kalila-wa-Dimna, Al-Quran-al-Majid, Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, Gilgit 
Manuscripts, Baburnama, Tarikh-i-Khandan-i-Timuria, халаа иші 
Kitab al-Tasrif, Chitra Bhagavat, Aryabhadra-kalapika-nama-mahayana-su Я 
Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, Aryamanjushreemulakalpam and many others. 


in various types including Palm Leaf 


n ancient India the Palm leaves were 
a, Tala Patra 


The Indian Manuscripts found in India are 


Manuscripts and the Paper Manuscripts. I 
1 a Patr. 
commonly used as writing material and were known as Tad 
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ee were used after being dried out and were 
Gy Rana. DA Me Mie p came to India during the period of Ekoji 
di by hand from cellulose vegetable material and Masi or Mela was 
ihe ink used for writing. These inks were available in red, black, Gold and silver. 
The manuscripts also existed in the form of epigraphs on rocks, Firmans, and 
revenue records; these in turn provide direct information on events or processes 


in history. 


Jammu is knownas the City of Temples on account of the scores of shrines with 
soaring golden Shikhars. It is located on a Shivalik hillock with river Tawi 
flowing at the foot-hill, all with the back-drop of the imposing peaks of the 
mountain. Many peregrinators have spoken highly of the beautiful location of 
the city commanding an excellent view. The Sun-Rise and Sun-Set on the Tawi 
valley offer views of outstanding charms. 


The great Dogra ruler Maharaja Ranbir Singh (1830 — 1885) was not only a 
great Temple builder and administrator but also a notable patron of scholars. He 
Was a great researcher of classical Persian and was also learned in Pashtu, 
Sanskrit and English. During his reign several distinguished western scholars 
visited Jammu and Srinagar and interacted with local scholars. The Maharaja 
provided rich endowments for the funding and maintenance of Sanskrit library 
(се. Shri Ranbir Sanskrit Library) under the temple foundation. Under his 
guidancea special effort was made to collect valuable manuscripts from the state 
and other part of India, andasa result, the library was steadily enlarged during 
his reign. These Manuscripts represent a very valuable resource for indological 


Studies, and constitute an important part of the cultural part of India. Library 


; Dharamshastra, Ayurveda, Jyotisha, Ramayana, 


NEM ntra, Most of them in Devanagri and some in Sharada 


Like Shri Ranbir Sanskrit Res 
Successful in Saving this pr 
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Some of the rare Manuscripts of Dogra Art Museum, Jammu 


Sikandarnama manuscript is very rare. It was written by Inayatulla Sheerazi in 
(1556 A.D). Sikandarnama is also called as Panj-ganj-nizamiviz “five 
treasures” it consists five different stories i.e. Hafat Paiker, Sheerin Farhad, 
Laila Majnu, Maikzani-Asrar and Sikandarnama. There are two parts of 
Sikandarnama in which land journey and voyage of Sikandar has been written. 
This manuscript consist 25 pictures. 


Besides this, there is manuscript of Mahabarata weighing 22 Kg having 370 
leaves. This bulky manuscript is good and complete in all respects. The volume 
of Lalvakh is written in Sharada on birch-barch. This is rare manuscript 
Complete SkandaPuran written in Devanagari in 16” Century on tar leaves is 
also lying in Museum. Many account book manuscripts written in Takri are also 
in pile. Gurmahima and several other volumes, written in Gurmukhi are present 
in Museum. These Manuscripts have been preserved in a very good manner so 
that literary and scholars may drive full benefit out of these. 


ause of its indescribable beauty. Its 


The vall iri d valley Бес 
alley of Kashmir is a blessed valley m 


other blessing is its rich and perfect climate. АП the seasons are we 


valley is its people appear to be the product of their environment. 
Its lakes, rivers, lush green landscape verdant hills, against the backdr ор of lofty 
snow covered Himalayan ranges. The old silk route to central Asia passed 
through this valley, this helped in the introductions of ne ideas and fresh 
cultural element from central Asia. Kalhana's "Rajatarangini and Neelmata 
Purana” can safely be depended upon the sources of the history of ancient 


blessing of the 


Kashmir. 


Many ancient scholars appeared on the literary firmament of Kashmir to make 
lasting contributions to knowledge and culture. Kashmir has been the home of 
Sanskrit learning and from this small valley has issued master pieces of history, 
poetry, fable and philosophy. The knowledge of Sanskrit seems to have reached 
high peaks during that time. The scholars developed their own alphabets called 
the Sharda which is entirely different from the Devanagari script. Before the 
introduction of paper in Kashmir, people used birch bark for writings. Scholars 
and students from India visited all along to Kashmir to complete their studies in 
Sanskrit. In order to study ancient literature of Kashmir, one must depend on 
Kalhan's “Rajatrangini” and “Neelamata Puran”. These two manuscripts can 
safely be depended upon as sources of the History of ancient Kashmir, 


There are many magnificent and rare 
Museum, Srinaga 


manuscripts man 


J&K was а literary hub since time in memorial and it continues to rule the roost 
in this sphere even in modern times. But now a day this heritage is neglected by 
the modern society due to the scientific invention of manufacture of papers and 
printing machines. The manuscripts which are the sources of knowledge are 
hidden treasures for the modern human society. It requires to be traced, 
preserved scientifically and published periodically, Moreover in order to 
preserve these manuscripts for posterity, we need to take recourse to modern 
technology so that it becomes essential to digitise these manuscripts, so that the 
society would be benefited and more interested to know the things contained in 
these manuscripts. 


MUSEUM AS A RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTE 


Mustag Ahmad Beigh 


The museums today are considered as the most powerful media to create 
awareness and disseminate knowledge to people through their three 
dimensional objects. Museum plays double role of acquiring knowledge based 
on their collections and disseminating the same to the people and students of 
different levels. Thus foremost function of the museum is, therefore to utilize the 
objects of the past as tools to generate knowledge and thereby enlighten the 
minds of the public and students. The museums in modern times act as an 
academy anda school for the people, Scholars and students. 


The educational work of a museum today directly involves research scholars 
and educationists, on the transmitting end and the people/students in general at 
the receiving end. The specialist, belonging to different discipline, such as, 
history, archaeology, museology, anthropology numismatics and 
sociology....etc. to study the past and brings out the desired information and 
correlate it with the tendencies of present age. The museum professionals or the 
educationists, who are responsible for educational work, should use this 


knowledge into the frame- work of their educational programmers and present 
itto the students for their (better) understanding. 


All the museums, irrespective of their collection, scope and size are bound to 
depend on this process to formulate their educational programmers of course 
The scholars, students, museum educationists and the public have to be свој 
involved with the museum material, be it relating to the History, Art 
Archaeology, anthropology, agriculture, and science....etc. Thus а 
collections are the central point around which all interests and activities of 
specialists, educationists and the public revolve. 


Museums are capable of marking a major contribution to education at the 
formal and non -formal levels. Objects exhibits form the basis of all educational 
communication that takes place in a museum. Most of the museums also 
prepare replica( charts and models) of different museum objects for the 
educational programs related to their collection by organizing special movable 
exhibition form the students of different levels in their respective schools. 


The potential of museums as institutions that could complement and 
supplement school education has been recognized all over the world. Programs 
for school children have always been among the most frequent educational 
offering of museums. Does this long-standing relationship between museum 
and schools indicate that museums are playing a successful( vital) role in 
constructing to school education and that schools are making good use of 
museums to supplement class room teaching? Do school children really benefit 
from museum visits. Do museum exhibitions contribute to the enrichment of 
the school curriculum? Are school teachers sufficiently motivated to use 
museum to improve the quality of classroom and the school that lead to the 
dilution of the effectiveness of museum experience? These are some of the 
questions for which answers are to found while considering the role of museum 


in school education. 


Teacher Orientation Program 

The success of museum programs to enrich ne 
depend upon the interest and motivation on the p 2 Е 
x unus to take additional responsibilities like museum n: or à 
already heavy load of academic work. The teacher should GGE se the guality 
realize the value of museum programs and how they could Du ei ei 
of teaching without adding to their workload. In fact well conc O 
can take the load off their shoulders and at the same еа 

efficiency of educational communication. 
Museums could conduct short term workshops 
educational resources of the museum how they cou. 
school curriculum. 
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Museum in Schools ke, 
A collection of objects and exhibitions in the form teaching aids can be valuable 


in may educational institution. Every school should aim a small School 
museum. It could contain collections of specimens made by students, pictures, 
charts and models relevant to the school curriculum, artistic work of students, 
екс children are excellent collectors and given a call by the teacher they could 
assemble valuable collection of natural history objects, pictures, stamps, 
photographs, objects of art and so on which can form the basis s in educational 
communication is enormous. School museums provide this opportunity to 
teachers and students. 


In the process of learning through observation and discovery museums are 
valuable adjuncts to school education. Whereas schools could use public 
museums to supplement and complement curricular learning. Museum could 
use school children for research in providing far more attractive and better 
learning environmentin museum than the present one. 


It must also be clearly understood the museum education is different from the 


the help of three dimensi 


Onal objects, 
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and stimulate the people, provide them with knowledge and call for their active е5 
participation and involvement. The last point is of vital significance. If the x, 
educational programmes of museums, as often happens, are made too 
professional to reflect the specialized knowledge of curators and educationists 
then the people for whom the programmes are meant are reduced to passive 
spectators, the communication gap is then further widen impact. Hence the 
success of the museum educational programmes largely depends on the visiting 
people who ought to have appliance for personal involvement in all such 
ventures. 


5" AN INTRODUCTION TO BAGH I SULAIMAN 
ў AND MAGAZ UN NABI 2x: 


By Shabir Ahmad 


Introduction 
Historiography tradition of Kashmir is as old as the Sanskrit literature itself. 
Though Rajtarangni has primary importance these days but it is in place to 
mention here that Kalhan has himself admitted that he has taken the accounts 
of Ratnakar Pran into consideration while compiling his Rajtarangni. Mulla 
Ahmad Kashmiri while translating Rajtarangni into Persian has also seen the 
Ratnakar Pran and has got details about thirty five kings from this account. 


Kashmir but india as well as central Asia and it is due to this language that more 
than forty percent words of Kashmiri language are personate nature. The 
culture of Central Asia is not adopted only in respect of dishes, clothes, art and 
architecture, language and literature but religion has also admitted the 
personate culture of central Asia also. Kashmiri Pandits have also come under 
the influence of personate culture and we see Gulab Nama, Raj Darshani, 
Muntakhib ut Tawarikh and Tarikh Kishtwar written by great Persian Pandit 
Scholars. 


Baghi Sulaiman 


The historical account Shahnama is world famous 
for its historical nature in poetry form but the 
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j Shahnama of Kashmir is not to be forgotten which 
- has been compiled by seven Persian writers which 
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deal about the Kashmir History in Persian poetry 


form. Akbar Nama, Noor Nama, and Khamsa bahayea are the reflections of 
this transaction also. 


p T ‚ Baghi Sulaiman (the garden of Prophet Sulaiman 
Uni geniji AS) is also one of the important document which 


SS] Peon Z . not only fills the gap of historiography transaction 
ол f 4 but vale a new chapter in the prestigious history of 
Kashmir, The manuscript has been copied in 1299 

AH by Gulamuddin ibn waliullah. The calligraphy has been done in Nastaleeq 
script but the writing reflects that Gulamuddin was well versed in Shikasta script 
also and various lines are being observed in Shikesta style. Saidullah Shahabadi, 
the author of this manuscript has adopted the traditional pattern of Central Asia 
also in the writing of this valuable account and has started with the Praises of 


God and Eulogy of Prophet Mohammad Aube After narrating the story of 
Meraj, and the prestigious story of four companions, the author highlighted the 
spiritual achievements of Molvi Abul Baga Hadi who seems to have been his 
spiritual guide (Peer). The author has given brief introduction of political 
scenario of that period. Then he started to discuss the history of Kashmir which 
is referred to, was Sati Sar. He further discussed about the Sati culture of India 
which was adopted by the people of Kashmir from Himachal traditions. 


Saudullah Shahabadi has not only mentioned the biography of Kashmiri sofi 
saints like Sheikh Hamza Mukhdoom, Sheikh-ul- Alam, Mohammad Kamil 
Badakhshi etc but have described in detail about the artists of Kashmir like 
Maulla Mohammad Mukeem Topigur, Khawaja Ashraf, Maulla Hussain 
Noori etc. He has also analyzed about the rulers of Kashmir and Shia Sunni 
riots etc. he has not only been interested in exploration of Kashmiri religious 
culture and has given detailed accounts of the habits of Sofi saints of Kashmir 
but has provided some interesting and strange information under the title 
"Strange of Kashmir". He writes about the Rango place in Lar area where a 
stone is of the Cow shape on a hill who gives pure water instead of milk and the 
water gets collected in a pond where the people of Hindu religion came and 
wash themselves besides worship. Another place in Bugam Mencha-hema area 
is Zawoo where there are springs and when people speak allowed, the spring 
over flows the water fast and when people remain silent, the water level also 
decreases. Similarly another spring in Achna area is also of the strange nature. 
People in winter season visit the spring along with folk singers with singing 
instruments and start singing around the spring. Besides they bring sheep for 
ritual slaughter and distribute the meat among people o around and some of 
which is poured in to the spring. These actions make the spring emotional and it 
Over flows the water which full fill the needs of farmers in forming. 


prolific writer who has written various 
ala Magaza, Tafseer etc. He was born in 
father has come from Kabul and settled 


poetic nature. He was sensitive and see 


not only wrote num j 
erous journals 
Manil J but 


ing the things sensitively that is why he 
eulogy, odes etc. he is buried in village 


Мага? un Nabi i: 


The prolific writer and distinguished traveler 
Jama-ul-Kamalat, Hazrat Ishan, Sheikh 
Yakoob Sarfi, Al- Asmi Al-Hanfi (R.A) is the 
cousin of Hazrat Baba Dawood Khaki, the 
great saint and disciple of Hazrat Sheikh 
Hamzah Makhdoom Sahab, (RA) was bornin 
1521. His father Sheikh Mir Hassan Ganai 
was a noble man in the court of Sultan of Kashmir. After obtaining primary 
education Sheikh Yakoob Sarfi travelled to Central Asia and Saudi Arabia. He 
received the degree in Hadith also. He meets Sheikh Ahmad Sarhandi and 


acquired education from him. After returning from long travels, he started 


writing books on different subjects. He had not only brought the Islamic 
teaching in poetical form but basic sources of Islam i.e. Hadith, Quran Sharief 
and Tafseer were also brought to the valley. He started teaching also. Sheikh 
Yakoob Sarfi has written various books which depicts not only his art in 
calligraphy and knowledge but also talent of influence and impression. Magaz- 
un-Nabi Auer is one of his master pieces written in Persian Nastaleeq script, 
deals with the biography of Prophet Muhammad sesa. It not only deals with 
the war but reveals the personal and public character of Prophet Mohammad 
21522. Magaaz-un-Nabi (the shop of Prophet Muhammad 5) has recently 
been brought from Shimla Museum with the efforts of the present Director of 
the Department Mr. Mohammad Shafi Zahid. This manuscript was copied and 
completed in 17 Shaban-ul-Moezan 1271 A.H by one namely Mohammad. 
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Celebration of World Heritage Day 2007 


Hon'ble Vice Chancellor inaugurating and observing 
exhibits at Tigore Hall Srinagar 


Celebration of International Museum Day 2007 


ARTMENT OF ARCHIVES, "Рен. ROSY & m 
> SRINAGAR Ё 
LL 


Chairman PSC, М.5. Pandit and 


; ! Ех. Director General Tourism & Commissioner 
Secretaries attending the semina: 


r during International Museum day in the lawns 
of SPS Museum, Lal Mandi, Srinagar 


mM 


Se 


I Bayles 


Secretary Higher Education inaugurating the World Heritage 
Week 2006 at the premises of Old Secretariat, Srinagar 


Celebrations of World Heritage Week 2015 


Я r1 rpm 


n'ble Minister of State for Culture, 
ce of Galaxy of intellectuals at 


Department Brochure has been released by Ho 


Technical Education, Floriculture, in presen 
Mubarak Mandi Heritage Complex, Jammu. 


Release of Heritage Brochure by Divisional Commissioner of Kashmir 


J Coveramen: 


"fctorate Of Archives, Archaeology And Mu: 


BRATION OF 
Id Heritage Day; з 


VISITS OF SCHOOLS 


SPS Museum/Dogra Art Museum regularly receives and arranges 
guided tours for school children. | 


Dioramas help students and commoners to know more about the civilization of 
the land through this media adopted in New Museum Complex 


Visit of German Ambassador Dr. Martin Ney observing closely of the sculpture 

displayed in Archaeology gallery of SPS Museum, Srinagar (Left) and on the right 

while handing over the photograph of German Chancellor Dr. Merkel while handing 
over Durga Statue to Hon'ble Prime Minister. 


Departing Scene 


Visit of Lady Helina acco; 
(Eminent Art H 


JOK: mpanied by Prof. B.N. Goswami 
Istorian and Writer who has Written many books on Paintings etc.) 
at Dogra Art Museums, Jammu. a 
LY 


Visit of Late Sh. Mufti Mohammad Sayeed to SPS Museum, Srinagar 


For the first time mega project Object of the Month launched by 
Dr. Haseeb A. Drabu Hon'ble Minister for Finance, Culture and Labour & Employment (left). 
Hon'ble minister while previewing historical documents at newly created Archives Museum (right). 


Visit of Hon'ble Minister for Finance & Culture at State Archives Repository, 
Jammu having enough potential for Archival Museum. 
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His excellency Governor 
New Museum Co 


of J&K State during his visit to 
mplex, Lalmandi Srinagar, 


OUTREACH PROGRAMMES 


To give publicity for the first time, the department released calendars annually 
on different themes which earned lot of appreciation in and outside the country. 
These calendars worked as ambassadors of art of the state. 


DIRECTORATE OF ARCHIVES, 
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DIRECTORATE OF ARCHIVES, 
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1 1 1 5 minars 
tmental officer 5 also par ticipated in National and Inter. national e 
D ераг 


ther еб resenting Po werPoint Presentations about the Art and Archaeo ogy ј 
the State. 


Lectures were organized on d 


ifferent themes on commutating World Heritage 
Day, World Heritage Week, International Museum Day. 


PARIMENT OL CLL ge Lr 
Hand Kashmir Gas craig 


SPS MUSEUM 


Stomp ЈАК, india 


Я vu 
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Seizagar: May 19. 2911. Tharsday 
EI A Thai NAN 


International Museum Da 
Students envision 

history through 
ancient artefacts 


ЕН 4 
ia; 
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trees trit поен а special exhibition on Terracotta Art of Kashmir 
RSPS Masten on international Museum Day 2011 ca Wednesday. 


Srinagar, May 18: On the objects displayed at the muse 


mented Archives, Archatoloey was ‘Museum Memory: 
andMuseumsonganieispecial Objects Tell Your Nory. 
exhibitices at tio major muse. Archae- 


{Students envision... 


Museum, Srinagar this morning. The objects di 
the exhibition include finds from different soy 


Project is at an 
stage of completion at a cost of Rg X crore, ee 
‘The exhibition on Painting Art of Jammu was 
open for public at Dogra Art Museum, 
winter capital of the State. The highlight 


1 LJAL di Papen ae A Syn te 

fu puntare ioni] RATE DANA 

4 Vernier URA pe bare I eode 

zl NRE TOCA vil SENSE ST 

НИР Lone 

. ЫТА 

z visus n ru 

BITRATE S fide C Lu ute im^ : : 

уми yar Ore И СЫ, АНИ nal aN rected 

Я ENI сонот ЦА ЧЕ e 
PhS bts дива Se 0, 

e 2 Э coh a 

рии mented s ко лам лаа 


аа 
И, 


ныне 
збалела 
WE суета 
SERM 


PPD PIE AE een / 


MA 
pti mem 


ME CTI фар 


'Object of the Month' launched to 
Showcase heritage, history 


Jammu: Aiapartaftbe povej in е ‘Shabana ide Book of Kings, is a 
Jo аласала to the раб the S Ps oce prem urita by thermowned 
a Version poet Fardre He started 

{ writing Škahcaznah in 977 AD ati 
МИ Compirted it on a Mares 1002. Cone 
ing ol scese £8,008 "63st roba" or complet 
(line vertes) the Shabraniah ЈА the 
works longest epic poem written bya 
singin post. k is the national еріс of 
Gran and tetis mainly the mythieal eget 


E to some egrent the historica! past ofthe 

- Persian Empire from the crestin of 

|o dmÜenakbzserim, the овен the vorid antil tho irte ccsqueat of 

be Meer касне fr ro Persia to tbe Wh century. lran, Aner 

Dr рење today anspiied for * Maljan, Afghanistan and the greater 

ay the rre платы: region isfleence by the Person caltare 

тазага Er Art Mewes inchading Georgia Armenia, Turkey 

Manti Бетани Соса bere, ^. and Dapitan секои this national 

Secretary o листи! Герат ozke. 

f Culture, [iskat Khia, Director "The work is afcentra! tsportamce ia 

Archives, Archansiogy an Мозес. Persian culturw resaróed asa literacy 

№3735 and other officers tbe Го. асі definitive of the ett 
partae were cerent on the uče 


masterpiece, 
Do national cultural Kenty of modne 
gay Iran, Alehanistan and Tajiki- 
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| Mattoo visits SPS Museum ; 


Excelsior Correspondent а allay р 
housed record collections of, 

о seo обе coins of Gold, Silver and) ` 
inier today visited the gpg COPPET Which are estimated to be: 
Museum at Lal Mandi here. more than 70, 000. " 
Prof Mattoo visited various . Prof Mattoo also took keen’ 
galleries and took keen interest in interest in the terracotta and stone} 


and appreciated the department terracotta Shunk, which was dis~ 
for proper maintenance of the Covered few years back during the 
museum objects. 
The Curator of the museum Pulwama. 

i He assured the authorities of 
um collections and pace of work full Goverment support in timely 
On the designing of the music inte- completion Of the pending work, 
riors. adding that Chief Minister would" 

The Advisor was told that the be apprised about the same, > 


ВЯ 


а. z 
~~ uya 


gujjar in South Kashmir 
has led to part excavation 
of the Valley's most trea- 
sured and hidden 

past — traces of a 

highly advanced civilisa- 
tion in 5000 BC. 
KHURSHEED WANI 
reports 


Tat 


istorians and geologists 
share a view on Kashmir, 
That, thousands of years 
ago, this beautiful piece of 
land was a huge water body. 
There were no mountains, no dense 
forests and no lush-green meadows 
ornamented with colourful flowers. It 
was water here. There were, of 


course, some . miles apart from 

| each other, which are now visible as the 
| summits of the gigantic Himalayas. 

How did transformation take 


place? Quoted from the legends, histori- 
ans say this huge water body or satisar 
was under the control! of demons соп- 
trolled by the ferocious Jaldev. Then, 
came seer Kashyap who killed Jaldev 
with the help of a goddess Sharika Devi. 
The rishi demolished a dam near 


but, they have а sefentifie explanation 
for the birth of the picturesque Valley. 
They say that a volcanic eruption trig- 
gered the process of draining out water. 
The presence of huge lakes like the Dal, 
Wullar and Manasbal, besides hundreds 
of satellite water bodies, is also 


[evel had E receded to that level. 
There are traces of grappling stones on 
peaks, believed to have been used by 


and archaeologists, a missing link with 
the Valley's past was unearthed in South 
Kashmir last month. Engineers and 
experts of the Archeological Survey of 
India discovered traces of an ancient 
urban civilisation at Kutbal plateau. 125 


IN wr oe 


е - 


—— 
et Шина Ваша 


а " x 


began to drain out”, he said. 
The dichotomy, however, is intrigu- 
ing. The urban settlement, believed to 


The sequence of the tiles vol- 
umes about the eer prsa of 


be of 5000 BC, when Buddhism was the the tiles stamped in a of motifs 
State religion in Kashmir, has been depicting human beings in m 
found at а place where impoverished tures, animals, mystical creatures, 

Gujjar herdsman live. They never knew 


pavements which one cannot 

of constructing in the 21st century. 

It was a tip-off from locals that Zahid 
and his team learnt about the archeo- 
logical treasure. A Gujjar Muhmmad 
Yasin was constructing a new hut for his 
family when he came across finely 
baked terracotta tiles while digging 


for laying the foundation of his shack ¢ 
S the до Дан rs were astonished tion”, Ghulam 
to see that these tiles were attractively 
stamped. First, they tried to hide the dis- 
covery fearing that if the authorities 
came to know, they would be driven out. 
"But, | ms to get the information 
and went to the place with skilled man- 

n” Zahid said. 4 of people have 


. The archaeologists 
pavement laid out in concentric circles 
with a full blown lotus in the centro. 
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Students look at rar 


the Governmen: 


"S heritage at an exhibit 


Jon organised on the World Heritage Day at z 


То be displayed at SPS Museum Srinagar 
Deptt of Archives retrieves lost 
sculpture of 18 armed Durga 


Excelsior Со which will be soon opened fo; 
ee general public for their education, 

enjoyment, entertainment, know]-) 
edge etc. The Department placed 

on record apprecistion for its! 
k recovery to the authorities of the} 


efforts for its retrieval} v 
‘back to India and on} 


to India and then PM handed it Archacological f India as 
over to the authorities. of ASI vell as m of J& 


departmental experts along with a 

oe of J&K Police Department Govt. 
to retrieve back rare 

belonging to this soil from 


Mubashir mhan/GK 


‘Need to 
hidden h 


Uma 


Srinagar:Diviatonal Commissioner 
Kashmir Разлог Ahmad Khan Tues- 
day said deapite all odd« Kashmir has 
preserved the rich. 
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The earliest flower of Kashmir 
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QU weased by US musedih 


Г. 


K oltre and archival herita- 
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+ Deputy Director Arch- 
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ical seulp- . 


bi ed leities Lord 
ала Goddess Kali of 


ј й ап in America, - 


next year, The exhibition, he 
said would be held under the 
aegis of Asia Society and 
Queens Museum of Art, 
New York in October 2007 
and 2008. 

He informed that Dr. 
Pratapaditya Pal, scholar 
and curator of Indian art, 
Asia Society was recently 
‘in, Srinagar | in connection 
with World Heritage Week 
cejebrated by the depart- 
ment, during which he se- 
lected these twoinvaluable 
artifacts in possession of 
department of Archaeology, 


` Archives and Museums, 


Jammu and Kashmir. 
Dr. Pal, the author of a 


2 | Kasmir Images 
Now 26, 2006 ~“ 


book дп Kashmir's bronze 
art - ‘Bronze Art in Kash-, 
mir’, selected the two sculp- 
tures which were excavated 
from Zurhama village in 
northern border district of 
Kupwara, early this year. 
The selected sculpture 
is the Lord Vishnu's four- 
headed figure, riding on a 
‘garuda’ - eagle-like bird. "It 
is the rarest and unique 
piece of bronze art in our 
possession,” said Zahid. 
He said that two more 
sculptures of goddess 
Umma Maheshwari and 
Baharvi werealso recovered 
during excavation in the vil- 
bs The goddess Mahes- 
TRE 
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hwari hus the heads of 
Shiva and doe 
her right thigh. - il 
The Zurhama if the 8th 
finding of the state's Ar 
chaeology department in 
the past three years. The 
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fauns. He s id similar tile pavement had саг 
at Hutmara, Harwan and Pah lga 

the images of animal, geum 

well. "Some of these tile heads 
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Dear Mr. Zahid, 


Heritage Brochure published by the 
Museums Department in my hand А goed 
direction of informing the people atout ur amt 
heritage. 


Thank you for sending me a copy of the same. 
With best wishes, 


Director, 
Archives, Archeology & Museums, 
Jammu & Kashmir Governmect, 
Srinagar. 
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7 Govt. College for Women Nawakadal 
Srinagar, Kashmir (ЈАК) 
INAAC Вестей Grade Aj 
ICGPA-J 19, ТЕРААТ 
Telefax 0194-2303456 о 
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Sub; Release of Heritage Brochure ~ 2017, 
>. 


Пее er tvor lever No. РАМА РАК AMA-1202/2017, dated, 19-04-2017 
regarding the одење noted subject da this connection the undersigned feels 
lecture an receipt of Heritage Brochure - 2017 Moresto, teachers & students 


М Gmail 


Mohammad Ба Zahid «оаа датай com> 


Май from Prof. Shinde, Deccan Collego — 


View Chancettor, Deccan Collega кус Зоран ec sv» 
То niii ases сот Atara бут tom 
Dear Or Zena, 


ѓ referer Archives. Assam 
obi A 781006, 


Moeun 
Мама Mandi, otf Secretariat 


AD-X2015/356-07 dtd 102 15 


LIST OF MUSEUMS EN INDIA 


gF un А - 


ZALI [ioco 
[X Wem —— — pu — — 
o АЕ s сте сс 
ЕТЕ uve е сла 

јект 
[omm 
у | 


| SNo NamediState — [|Numberof Museums | 
a 


26 Uttarakhand E 
(7 мава | 


